
Meet

the

Johanniter “Our Brotherhood will not perish,

because the soil

in which this plant is rooted

is the misery of the world,

and because, God willing,

there will always be men who will

work at making this suffering smaller,

this misery more bearable.”

Brother Gerhard of the Hospital at Jerusalem (ca. 1090– 1120)

A GLOBAL ORGANIZATION

The name “Johanniter” derives from 
the Order’s dedication to John the 
Baptist in whose honor a hospital and 
chapel was built to serve pilgrims in 
Jerusalem in the 11th century. From 
those early times, this community of care, 
which later became an order, was called 
the Fraternity of Saint John of the 
Hospital of Jerusalem and its members 
were known as the Johan-niter. 
Literally, the name “Johanniter” 
means “people of John.” The spiritual 
knightly Johanniter Order, as it now 
exists, embraced the Reformation in the 
16th century and includes members 
from many Protestant churches 
all over the world. Today, close to 
4,200 Johanniter knights and more than 
half a million dedicated volunteers, includ-
ing from the other Saint John orders 
(see below), serve worldwide under 
the eight-pointed cross in caring for the sick, 
the poor, the frail and the old. This cross 
represents the eight Beatitudes of Our 
Lord (Matthews 5:3-11) and has been a 
symbol of the brotherhood since the early 
days. In 1863, the Johanniter were 
instrumental in founding the Red Cross 
and have actively sought to succor the 
wounded and the dying in numerous wars 
since the founding of the Order. Mem-bers of 
the Order are asked to respect and to live 
the three Christian virtues – faith, hope 
and love – and the four Knightly vir-tues 
– prudence, fortitude,temperance and
justice – in their personal and
profession-al lives and in their charitable
works. Other Christian orders such as
the British Most Venerable Order of St.
John, the Dutch and



Swedish Johanniter Orders, and the Sov-
ereign Military Order of Malta, the Roman 
Catholic branch headquartered in Rome, 
come from the same tradition as we, the 
German Johanniter Order (officially the “Bal-
ley Brandenburg of the Knightly Order of St. 
John of the Hospital of Jerusalem”) with its 
Prussian traditions and headquarter in Ber-
lin. For historical reasons, we Johanniter op-
erate most of our hospitals, nursing homes, 
kindergartens, rescue and ambulance ser-
vices in Germany today. Membership is by 
invitation only. Invited will be gentlemen who 
have demonstrated their Christian faith in 
practical deeds and services, some already 
in cooperation with us Johanniters. Today, 
Johanniter can be found on all continents. 
We Johanniter of the Balley Brandenburg 
and its US Subcommandery and the three 
other Protestant Johanniter Orders (the Brit-
ish Most Venerable Order of St. John and 
the Dutch and Swedish Johanniter Orders) 
and the Catholic Sovereign Military Order of 
Malta are active in over 120 countries. 

A TRADITION OF SERVICE

The Johanniter Order represents the old-
est continuing charitable organization in 
the world with an over 900-year-old history. 
The main aim of the original Order was to 
help the sick, the poor, the frail, and for all 
who are in need of help and support. During 
those early days, members of the Order 
served pilgrims who traveled to Jerusalem 
to pray at the holy sites of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection and cared for wounded soldiers 
irrespective of their faith. The founder of the 
Johanniter brotherhood, Brother Gerard, 
has been quoted to say: 

“Our Brotherhood will not perish, because 
the soil in which this plant is rooted is the 
misery of the world, and because, God will-
ing, there will always be men who will work 
at making this suffering smaller, this misery 
more bearable.” That still is the core of the 
mission of the aforementioned Christian 
Orders and their enterprises, including the 
emergency medical services, rescue ser-
vices, and services for the disabled and 
elderly, and refugees. In Germany alone, 
more than 77,000 employees and volun-
teers work for and with the Johanniter.

JOHANNITER IN AMERICA

We are less than 80 Johanniter in the 
USA, and have organized ourselves 
in clusters around Atlanta (GA), Bos-
ton (MA), Charlotte (NC), Dallas (TX), 
New York City (NY), and Washington 
(DC). We work in and with our own and 
other churches of various denomina-
tions. Our initiatives include activities 
in many areas where the Lord sends 
us: supporting an elementary school in 
a socially and culturally challenged in-
ner-city neighborhood and building their 
library, getting involved in activities such 
as reading competitions, career days, 
and gardening projects; helping a home 
for battered children and mothers in an-
other city in many complex ways; paying 
for essential medical services to children 
whose parents cannot afford the costs; 
initiating the establishment of a bilingual 
international school; co-sponsoring and 
creating a “Garden of Hope” for mentally 
and socially challenged children; visiting in 
senior citizen homes; ad hoc help in emer-

gency situations for flood and hurricane 
victims, including arranging new housing 
and finding jobs; and services in homeless 
shelters. We also provide individual pro- 
bono professional services in legal, medi-
cal, business, and other fields.

True to our tradition, we enjoy providing 
care and meals to wounded soldiers and 
their families at Fisher Houses on military 
installations. For decades, we have run a 
nurses’ hands-on exchange program be-
tween the USA and Johanniter institutions 
in Germany. We also have long supported 
a special rehabilitation hospital for children 
in St. Petersburg, Russia; and we have be-
gun to support an orphanage in northeast-
ern Argentina.

In the USA, our partner organizations are 
diverse: they include the Salvation Army, 
Veteran and military hospitals, and commu-
nity family and social services. We aspire 
to serve in teams, as we appreciate the 
brotherhood and fellowship with one anoth-
er and with those who we serve, but we 
also work alone whenever the Lord calls us 
to a special service.

Contact Information:

www.johanniter.de • www.johanniter.us
johanniterusa@gmail.com
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Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem




